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NEW

Great aunt Ella moves to a retirement home and her old 
circus wagon goes to spend its old age in Nino and Floris's 
garden! The wagon is bright yellow. For Nino, it's the 
greatest, most adventurous playgroun imaginable: you can 
sleep in it, practice circus tricks in it, and bake bread at the 
campfire in front of it. 
Nino is the smallest of all, and his big brother Flori, who's 
just a year older, hardly ever lets him play when his   

friends come over. But the circus car is there for everyone 
to use – isn't it? 
In this lively, compassionate book, Sigrid Zeevaert tells the 
story of two very different brothers and of how a colourful 
old circus car gets things rolling. Nino not only finds a best 
friend, but he also becomes closer to his older brother in  
a very unexpected way during the dispute over the car.

Big brother, little brother

7 +

Sigrid Zeevaert · Julie Völk

Nino and  
the Circus Caravan 

Als Nino fast in  
den Zirkuswagen zog

176 pages, fully coloured,
16 x 21,5 cm, hardcover

€ 13.95 

All rights available

Sigrid Zeevaert, born in 1960, began to write while still 
studying to be a teacher. Besides short stories and some 
work for television, she has written numerous books for 
children and young people, many of them award-winning. 
She lives in Aachen with her family.

Julie Völk, born in 1985 in Vienna, grew up in rural Nie-
dersachsen. She studied illustration at the HAW in Ham-
burg. The Lion Girl, her celebrated debut book together 
with author Kim Fupz Aakeson, was awarded the Serafina 
and Troisdorfer Bilderbuchpreis in 2015. Völk lives with her 
family in Austria.



»Otto once said that our lives are far too tame and since 
then I've been thinking about the wild life. Maybe he was 
right. But if he was right, then what should we do?«
Matti and Otto have known each other their whole lives, 
except for the first three weeks. They live in a place where 
everyone goes on vacation: downtown Berlin. They go to 
yoga and play the piano. Matti laughs all the time and Otto 

can't sing. So everything's pretty normal – too normal??? 
One day at school they discover a video of Brotha Berlin 
rapping on YouTube and decide that something's got to 
change! The only question is how ... A big-city story for 
the children of today. It's a tale about friendship, oddball 
teachers and weirdo neighbors, real estate sharks and dan-
gerous gangsters, mothers and fathers – in other words, 

Adventure in Berlin

8 +

Silke Lambeck  · Barbara Jung

My Friend Otto,  
the Wild Life, and I  
Mein Freund Otto,  

das wilde Leben  
und ich  

184 pages, 

 black-and-white  

16 x 21,5 cm, hardcover
€ 12.95 

Sold to Russia

Silke Lambeck grew up in Berlin. She studied German  
Studies and Theater Studies and ultimately became a 
journalist. For over ten years, she has written books for 
children and adults such as Herr Röslein, which got rave 
reviews from both readers and critics. She lives with her 
family in Berlin, which remains her favorite city.

Barbara Jung 1968 born in Karlsruhe, studied communica-
tional design at the University of Applied Sciences Mainz. 
After she has finished her degree she is working as a 
freelance illustrator. Today she lives in Frankfurt am Main 
and works for various children’s book publishers. She likes 
stories with a sense of humor and crazy characters.
www.barbara-jung.de



Angelina can‘t wait: for the first time ever, her whole family 
is traveling to the sea for vacation. The guinea pig Ottilie 
will of course be coming along too. It‘s silly, though, that 
no one read the fine print in the contract for the vacation 
house: „All Pets are strictly forbidden.“ What to do now?
   Luckily, Mr. Möhring, the neighbor, is happy to take Otti-
lie. But the old man is a bit strange. Just in case he has 
questions, Angelina leaves him the book You and Your 

Guinea Pig. Then Mrs. Waller shows up at the door with  
a big bunch of parsley, Ottilie‘s favorite food, and wants 
to travel with Mr. Möhring to the sea. They decide to bring 
Ottilie along!
An entertaining guinea pig tale with lots of funny words 
and images.

A Vacation at the Sea

8 +

Jens Sparschuh • Julia Dürr

The Old Man and  
the Guinea Pig

Der alte Mann  
und das Meer- 

schweinchen
160 pages,  

black-and-white illustrated
 15,7 x 21 cm, hardcover

€ 12.95

All rights available

Jens Sparschuh, born 1955 in Chemnitz, studied philoso-
phy and logic in Leningrad. He graduated from Humboldt 
University in 1983 and has been working in Berlin as a free-
lance writer ever since. He writes novels for both children 
and adults as well as poems and radio plays. Among other 
distinctions, he was awarded the Anna Seghers Prize by 
the Academy of Arts in Berlin.

Julia Dürr, born in 1981 in Frankfurt am Main, studied 
illustration in Münster. She has been living and working 
in Leipzig and Berlin since 2010. In 2009, her book Im 
Dunkeln was called one of the „best German books“ by the 
Stiftung Buchkunst.



NEW

Sabrina J. Kirschner, born in Freiburg in 1984, studied business administration and film in  
Wiesbaden and London. Back then she discovered her love for writing and decided to begin a 
second course of study in English literature and creative writing at the London Metropolitan  
University. Nominated for the Sandra Ashman prize for her short story „The Dead“, she later  
worked as a translator and children‘s book editor, until she decided to focus entirely on writing.
   Sabrina J. Kirschner is a passionate horsewoman and lives with her boyfriend and
their daughter in Munich.

Brothers Linus and Finn figure that a camping trip with 
Grandpa is guaranteed boredom. But they couldn’t be  
further from the truth! Hans Botzplitz is no regular Grand-
pa - he’s a private investigator (ok, or was - now  
he’s retired). But he left behind several unsolved cases and 
even more old enemies who are just waiting to teach the 
old warhorse a lesson.

They’ve barely reached the remote mountain valley before 
strange things start to happen: a fire breaks out at night 
across the lake and almost destroys the camper of Charlot-
te and her family. All signs point to Bertie, an old colleague 
of Grandpa’s who is both corrupt and incredibly dangerous, 
and to a mysterious apparatus, the Portatele.
   In volume 2 and volume 3, Linus and Finn’s journeys 
along Grandpa’s path continue in Iceland and London!

Botzplitz 

8 +

Sabina J. Kirschner
Botzplitz:  

A Grandfather  
for every Occasion!

Volume 1: The secret  
of the bear cave

Botzplitz! 
Ein Opa für alle Fälle

Das Geheimnis der Bärenhöhle
208 pages 

black-and-white illustrations
16 x 21,5 cm, hardcover

€ 12.95

All rights available

8 +

Sabina J. Kirschner
Botzplitz:  

A Grandfather 
for every Occasion!

Volume 3: The Hunting

for the Cat Baron 
Botzplitz! 

Ein Opa für alle Fälle 

Die Jagd nach
dem Katzenbaron

208 pages 
black-and-white illustrations

16 x 21,5 cm, hardcover
€ 12.95

All rights available

8 +

Sabina J. Kirschner
Botzplitz:  

A Grandfather  
for every Occasion!

Volume 2: The Mystery  
of the Golden Ring

Botzplitz!  
Ein Opa für alle Fälle

Das Rätsel um 

 den goldenen Ring
208 pages 

black-and-white illustrations
16 x 21,5 cm, hardcover

€ 12.95

All rights available



Annabelle has never been so enraged in her whole life! 
Everyone is against her- Mommy, Daddy, even her little 
brothers Tilli and Bob. She always has to clean up her 
room. Mommy is always mad at her but never has time for 
her. She wishes she were very far away. Like in Africa.

One day, new neighbors move in next door. Unfortunately 
the new kid isn’t a girl but a boy named Anton. In time, 
though, Annabelle discovers that Anton is very different 
from her little brothers. Suddenly Annabelle’s whole life 
seems different and many exciting things happen

A new Friend next Door

8 +

Sigrid Zeevaert

Annabelle and Anton

Annnabel und Anton
128 pages 

black-and-white illustrations by
 Eva Muszynski

16 x 21,5 cm, hardcover
€ 12.95

All rights available

Sigrid Zeevaert, born in 1960, began to write while
still studying to be a teacher. Besides short stories and
some work for television, she has written numerous
books for children and young people, many of them
winning awards. She lives in Aachen with her family.

Eva Muszynski was born in 1962 in Berlin and studied 
graphic design at the Hochschule der Künste in the same 
city. Earlier an illustrator for adult comics, she has focused 
on illustrating and writing children’s books since 1997. She 
lives with her family in Berlin. 



When Sarah’s mother decides single-handedly that Auntie 
Hulda is to leave her city home for a shared flat in the 
country that provides better care, Sarah and Auntie Hulda 
are at the end of their tether. So they board a train and do 
a runner. Along the way they encounter sundry diverse 
characters before eventually ending up at a disused choco-
late factory squatted by artists. When Sarah’s mother finds 
them there she finally realizes that there is no such thing 

as „normal“. And that she cannot just take decisions over 
Sarah’s and Auntie’s heads. And that what really matters 
to Sarah is quite different from what she thought.

A special kind of road movie, bristling with comic situa-
tions, whose wit and lightness of tone make it a pleasure 
to read.

What‘s Normal Anyhow?

9 +

Sylvia Heinlein • Anke Kuhl

Every Wednesday 
or „Let's just Go!“ 

 said Auntie Hulda

Mittwochtage 
 oder »Nichts wie weg!«,  

sagt Tante Hulda

128 pages,  
black-and-white illustrations  

16 x 21,5 cm, hardcover 
€ 12.95

Sold to Czech Republic,  
France,  Italy, Korea, 

Poland, Russia

Anke Kuhl, born in 1970, lives and works in Frankfurt. She 
studied art at Mainz University and visual communication 
at the HFG in Offenbach. After graduating in 1998 she  
started working as a freelance illustrator and graphic artist 
at „Labor“, a workshop she shares with other artists. She 
was awarded the Troisdorfer Bilderbuchpreis in 2002.

Sylvia Heinlein, born in 1962, lives in Hamburg with her 
family. After studying art history, literature and politics 
she went on to work as journalist for German radio, and 
as an editor for various magazines. She started writing 
children’s books and non-fiction books in 2000 and is now 
working as a freelance journalist.



About grannies, dragons and sundry characters Mario’s 
granny sets off for an international organ grinders’ con-
vention on Lake Constance and ends up in the belly of a 
dragon. Granny Ida is struck by lightning and henceforth 
gets younger by the hour while, much to her nephew’s  
discontent,  Granny Solveig, who loves to collect jetsam 
and flotsam, comes to shelter the Flying Dutchman, re-
cently shipwrecked. Another granny does a bit of house-
sitting, raising vampires all the while, and yet another one 
runs courses in survival training for top executives, on an 
island off the coast of Patagonia. And what is Little Red 

Riding Hood’s granny up to? Well, along with the hunts-
man, her longtime companion, she’s taken charge of the 
half-starved wolf, nursing him back to health. 
Versatile author, and four-time granny, Gudrun Pausewang 
has written a slew of marvellously weird stories imbued with 
sly humour, which target many quirks and foibles with an 
ironic wink.
„Whatever they may say about the Germans, you’ve got 
to hand it to them: They’ll do their utmost to help Itali-
ans escape from dragon’s bellies“, Mario’s granny noted 
approvingly. 

Granny in the Dragon’s Belly and  
      Further Tales about Granny

9 +

Gudrun Pausewang

Granny in  
the Dragon’s Belly  
and Further Tales  

About Granny

Die Oma im  
Drachenbauch  

und andere  
Omageschichten 

Illustrations by Henning Löhlein
112 pages

15,7 x 21 cm, hardcover
€ 12.95

 
Sold to Korea

Gudrun Pausewang, born in Eastern Bohemia in 1928, 
studied education and worked as a teacher at an  
elementary school. She spent a lengthy period living 
in South America. Gudrun Pausewang writes books for 
children and adults. Her awards include the Gustav-Heine-
mann-Friedenspreis, the Deutscher Jugendliteraturpreis, 
and, in 2009, the Großer Preis der Deutschen Akademie  
für Kinder- und Jugendliteratur for her œuvre. Her books  
have been translated into many languages.

Henning Löhlein, born in 1965, studied in France and in 
the UK. He teaches as a lecturer at England’s University of 
the West and lives in Bristol, working as a freelance illus-
trator. His works have been awarded numerous prizes. 



»It's the luckiest thing in the world that we ended up here, 
even if the unluckiest thing in the world got us here.« Lotte 
lives in a forester's house, although her father isn't a  
forester. The reason is that the war took the life of her  
cousin Knut's father as well as an eye from the teacher  
Fettig. Since the horrible Ms. Gressmann has been running 
the forester's house, many things have been forbidden, 

such as picking cherries. But Lotte won't let that keep 
her down. If you want cherries, you just have to steal 
them. And she thinks it's ridiculous that only the boys are 
allowed to wear Lederhosen. A book about childhood in 
the postwar era that offers much to discuss between the 
generations.

A book about childhood  
      in the postwar era

10 +

Anke Bär

Cherry Thief

Kirschendiebe  - oder  
als der Krieg  

vorbei war
240 pages

16,5 x 23 cm, hardcover
€ 18.00

All rights available

Anke Bär, born in Erlangen in 1977, studied Cultural  
Studies and Aesthetics and Applied Arts in Hildesheim. 
Today she lives as a freelance illustrator in Bremen. 
Williams's Journey, her debut book, and Endres the 
Merchant’s Son were nominated for the German Youth 
Literature Prize.



Who names their child Gertrude?! Gertrude is the new kid 
in Ina's class and she's different from all the other girls 
that Ina knows. She's got Western clothes, a smile that'll 
bowl you over, and the bluest eyes you've ever seen. But 
Gertrude is also different because her father is a poet 
and her family has applied for an exit visa. In the DDR of 
the late 70s, this meant they were enemies of the state. 

Not only is the school against their friendship, but Ina's 
mother is up in arms. Things go off the rails. What to do 
when you've found the friend of a lifetime but everything's 
so complicated? Ina and Gertrude forge a plan they call 
»Commando Rose« to protect their friendship against all 
odds. A story about a great friendship—told with a gripping 
and direct poignancy.

A story about a great friendship

10+

Judith Burger 
Ulrike Möltgen (Illustrations)

Gertrude  
Beyond Borders

Gertrude grenzenlos
240 pages

14 x 22 cm, hardcover
€ 12,95 

All rights available

Judith Burger was born in Halberstadt in 1972 and is  
happy to have lived in Leipzig for over 20 years. She  
studied cultural and theater studies and works for MDR 
Kultur today. Gertrude Beyond Borders is her debut.  
www.judith-burger.de

Ulrike Möltgen, born 1973 in Wuppertal, studied  
communication design in her hometown and completed  
a diploma under Wolf Erlbruch. She has published over  
50 picture books, which have received numerous awards.



Christmas is a time to relax and re-attune oneself to family 
and tradition. One great way of doing this is to gather 
together and read holiday stories aloud. Rudolf Hefurtner 
tells the tale of the old music angel Eusebius, who gives 
the Christmas angels sandwich paper to take along instead 
of music scores. He tells of the little Christmas demon who 
was sent to humans for the first time, and of an angel who 

laughs as he watches over the scene in the manger. Last 
but not least we hear of the little Christmas animal, who 
gazes sooo sweetly with his big brown eyes that humans 
forget about everything around them. Readers are taken 
on a journey both gripping and funny, both loud and soft 
in tone. Ina Hattenhauer’s atmospheric and humorous 
images add even more to our Christmas excitement. 

Charming Christmas Stories! 

8 +

Rudolf Herfurtner

The Little  
Christmas Animal 

Das kleine  
Weihnachtstier 

with illustrations by  
Ina Hattenhauer

128 pages, fully coloured
15,7 x 21 cm, hardcover

€ 12.95

All rights available

Rudolf Herfurtner, born in 1947 in Wasserburg am Inn, 
studied German, English, and theatre in Munich, where he 
still lives and works today. He has been widely recognized 
and lauded for his children’s and young adult books, radio 
plays, screenplays, and theatre plays. Among many other 
prizes he was awarded the Großen Preis der Volkacher 
Akademie für Kinderliteratur and, in 2012,  the Goldenen 
Spatz for the best screenplay (Tom und Hacke). 

Ina Hattenhauer was born and raised in Berlin. She  
studied at the Bauhaus Universität Weimar and at 
 Minneapolis College of Art and Design. She finished her 
studies in 2009 as a qualified designer and has worked 
since then as a freelance illustrator in Weimar



A war is being waged between the Kingdom of Vinland 
and the Kingdom of Monfiel – a war that is older than 
Florin, the King of Monfiel’s only son. But now, in the early 
autumn of 1340, the two long-time enemies make peace, 
and a banquet is given at King Theodo of Vinland’s court to 
seal the peace treaty.
How was Florin to know that the whole show is a trap? 
There is no celebration awaiting him at the court of Vin-
land, but sheer horror. He has to look on helplessly while 
his father and his followers are cruelly humiliated in front 
of the assembled courtiers. Only by a hair’s breadth does 

Florin escape being flung into the dungeon along with the 
others: on a whim, King Theodo makes him his jester’s 
apprentice. So Florin comes to meet Mimus. Florin loses 
everything he had: his position as crown prince, his free-
dom, his identity. What’s more, any day may bring death 
to him and his father. When the situation at the court 
escalates and the possibility of escape seems more remote 
than ever, the jester’s hour has come …
Mimus is an adventure novel that bristles with sparkling 
wit – a jester’s story without laughter is unthinkable – and 
turns the world of the Middle Ages.

The Hour of the Jester

11 +

Lilli Thal

Mimus

Mimus 
448 pages

14x 22 cm, hardcover 
€ 15.90

Sold to Australia, 
 North America, UK, France,  
Japan, Korea, South Africa, 

Spain, Russia

English translation available

Lilli Thal is an historian. She lives in the South of  
Germany, together with her husband, two children and  
a dog. Her debut (Kommissar Pillermeier) created quite a 
stir in the newspapers and was awarded the Martin as  
Best Children’s Mystery in 2002. Her historical novel 
Mimus has been nominated for the Deutscher Jugendlitera-
turpreis 2004.

Nominated for  
the Deutscher  

Jugendliteratur-
preis 2004



Twenty young adults are kidnapped by the Coronan secret 
service and brought to a camp in the desert, where they 
are prepared for their upcoming mission as spies in the 
most dangerous military dictatorship in the world: Flore, 
Corona’s arch nemesis.

At the camp they wait for their leader, an agent obsessed 
with one single goal: to overthrow the powerful Marshal 

Utuk, the head of the secret service in Flore. Tamaso infil-
trates the marshal’s house, which he discovers as a place 
of both horror and of light: while people are tortured and 
murdered in the basement, on the second floor a pup-
pet show is taking place. But the puppeteers are literally 
playing with their lives, as are Tamaso and the other young 
agents. Coup attempts, traitors, double deals: this is living 
on the edge, and not everyone will survive.

Drafted and sent as Spies  
     into an Enemy Land ...

13 +

JLilli Thal

The Puppeteers  
of Flore

Die Puppenspieler  
von Flore

480 pages, 
14 x 22 cm, hardcover

€ 19.95

All rights available

English outline available

Lilli Thal is an historian. She lives in the South of  
Germany, together with her husband, two children and  
a dog. Her debut (Kommissar Pillermeier) created quite a 
stir in the newspapers and was awarded the Martin as  
Best Children’s Mystery in 2002. Her historical novel 
Mimus has been nominated for the Deutscher Jugendlitera-
turpreis 2004.



Jüterbog, 1517: Magdalena’s small, manageable world 
turns upside down when her father and her dearly beloved 
little brother are killed in a mining disaster. Because her 
mother cannot keep the small cottage where they’d all 
lived, Magdalena is sent to faraway Wittenberg to her  
Aunt Elsbeth, who works as a healer. In Wittenberg, she 
meets Veit, a friendly university student, and later hears 

the preaching of a certain Doctor Luther, Veit’s theolo-
gy professor. Through these encounters, Magdalena is 
exposed to an entirely new world- a world in which, among 
other things, her life as a woman seems less predeter-
mined than she’d always understood it to be. She eagerly 
absorbs Luther’s revolutionary ideas and takes charge of 
her own life … 

A Novel during Luther’s Time

12 +

Rudolf Herfurtner

Magdalena 
Magdalena  

Himmelsstürmerin
288 pages

14 x 22 cm, hardcover
€ 14.95

All rights available

Rudolf Herfurtner, born in 1947 in Wasserburg am Inn, 
studied German, English, and theatre in Munich, where he 
still lives and works today. He has been widely recognized 
and lauded for his children’s and young adult books, radio 
plays, screenplays, and theatre plays. Among many other 
prizes he was awarded the Großen Preis der Volkacher 
Akademie für Kinderliteratur and, in 2012,  the Goldenen 
Spatz for the best screenplay (Tom und Hacke). 



Hanni loves Philippe. And Philippe loves Hanni. But this 
must remain a secret because the world’s at war. Philippe 
is a French POW working on the estate of Hanni’s parents. 
If people were to find out about Hanni’s love for a young 
student from Paris, the consequences would be disastrous 
- and not just for the two of them. Any fraternizing with  
the prisoners is strictly forbidden and there is a heavy 
penalty for love affairs between Frenchmen and German 
women. After all, that would be an act of betrayal towards 

the German soldiers who’re risking their lives for their  
nation and their fatherland. So Hanni and Philipe have  
to separate, at least for the time being. But they’ll meet  
again when the war is over - of course, they will!
   For her novel for adolescents, Gudrun Pausewang, a 
contemporary witness, has turned her attention to a not 
so well-known aspect of the war. Her account of the lovers’ 
dilemma is intense and straightforward. 

Imagine There’s a War,  
                                  and You’re in Love

13 +

Gudrun Pausewang

We’ll Meet Again,  
Don’t Know Where, 

Don’t Know When

Au revoir bis  
nach dem Krieg

192 pages
14 x 22 cm, hardcover

€ 14.95

Sold to Korea

Gudrun Pausewang, born in Eastern Bohemia in 1928,  
studied education and worked as a teacher at an  
elementary school. She spent a lengthy period living in 
South America. Gudrun Pausewang writes books for  
children and adults. Her awards include the Gustav-Heine-
mann-Friedenspreis, the Deutscher Jugendliteraturpreis, 
and, in 2009, the Großer Preis der Deutschen Akademie  
für Kinder- und Jugendliteratur for her œuvre. Her books 
have been translated into many languages.



A letter for Pauline Lichtenberg! Military Mail from World 
War I – delivered with a delay of nearly 100 years! What 
seems to be an odd PR story at first turns out to be a 
touching journey into the past for 14-years-old Pauline. 
Who was her namesake Pauline to whom the love letter 
was addressed? Who was Wilhelm that wrote this military 
mail from a trench in Verdun to his fiancée back at home? 
And what was it all about, this World War I? Who fought 
against whom – and why was that?

With an investigative curiosity, Pauline is going about figu-
ring out the secret of this letter together with her granny 
Lieschen. She learns about a real big love during a terrible 
time – and also she encounters herself newly in a very 
surprising way.

Military Mail for Pauline

13 +

Maja Nielsen

Military Mail  
for Pauline 

Feldpost für Pauline 

96 pages

14 x 22 cm, hardcover
€ 9.90

All rights available

Maja Nielsen is a writer of adventure stories which have 
variously been published as books, audio books or radio 
reportages. Her contributions to our series Adventure! are 
written in collaboration with experts on the respective 
subjects.



From Breckerfeld to Berlin! The 17-year-old Biko can hardly 
believe his luck. He actually got into the famous Artisten-
schule, a training academy for circus performers in Berlin! 
An old suitcase in the lost and found at the Artistenschule 
sends him 100 years back in time to a tumultuous time 
in Berlin – the era of the First World War, the November 
Revolution, and the murder of Rosa Luxemburg. A Crime in 

Eden in 1919 – a genuine political crime story begins. But 
modern-day Berlin is also very exciting: As the son of an 
African, Biko is presumed to be one of the many refugees 
who've arrived in the city. And all of a sudden, he finds 
that there is much more at stake than his dream of being a 
performer ...

15th January 2019 – the Centenary  
                      of Rosa Luxemburg's death

13 +

Maja Nielsen

A Crime in Eden 1919

Tatort Eden 1919
192 pages,  

14 x 22 cm, hardcover
€ 9.95 

All rights available

Maja Nielsen's stories have been released as books,  
audiobooks, and radio features. Her hit series Adventure! 
with Gerstenberg Verlag has garnered numerous awards



NEW

Leipzig, 1936. On the first day of the summer holidays, 
16-year-old Harro gets into a fight with members of the 
Hitler Youth. He unexpectedly gets help from like-minded 
people who, like him, want nothing to do with the Nazi 
ideology. In the year that follows, everything changes for 
Harro. Conflicts with his parents and trouble at school, 
nights at campfires, political action, first love – and above 
all, the fear that his wild activities might have dangerous 
consequences.

The "Leipzig Meuten", a group of oppositional youth gangs, 
inspired Johannes Herwig’s debut. His discussion of grow-
ing up in a dictatorship is powerful, thrilling, and emo-
tional. The questions he poses are as applicable now as 
they were then: should one participate, should one quietly 
adjust, or should one resist?

Wild, Colourful, Rebellious!

14 +

Johannes Herwig

Until the Stars  
Tremble 

Bis die Sterne  
zittern 
256 pages

14 x 22 cm, hardcover
€ 14.95

English sample translation

Sold to Russland

Johannes Herwig, born in 1979 in Leipzig, already knew as 
a child that he wanted to be a writer. He studied sociolo-
gy and psychology and founded the Dresden film gallery 
Phase IV before devoting himself to his true calling and 
starting work on his novel about the Leipzig Meuten.



Miguel, Emilio, Jaz, Ángel, and Fernando embark on their 
journey. These five teenagers only just met, but they have 
an important goal in common: to make it across the border 
into the USA. None of them knows what awaits them on 
their trip – not even Fernando, who’s done this once be-
fore. “Out of one hundred people that cross the river, bare-
ly ten make it through Chiapas, barely three to the border 
in the north, and only one makes it over,” he explains. If 
they stick together, though, they might just have a chance. 
Ahead of them lies over 2,500 kilometers of travel as blind 
passengers on freight trains. Hunger, thirst, heat, and cold 

are their enemies, but that’s not all. The freight trains are 
governed by their own rules and many potential dangers 
lurk: accidents, bandits, corrupt policemen, drug dealers, 
and human trafficking. Will the five teens ever reach their 
goal in the north?

An exciting adventure novel about five adolescents who 
are there for each other even in extreme situations. Based 
on the difficult situation in Mexico, this story grapples with 
a controversial issue that has also become a sad reality in 
Europe. 

The Long Journey to the North

13 +

Dirk Reinhardt

Train Kids

Train Kids
320 pages,
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“Sarajevo”: a wonderfully soft-sounding word. Fourteen-
year-old Paul happens to hear it in passing one day. But 
what sounds to him at first like the name of a magic spell 
actually represents a story in the making, an event that 
would later go down in history as one of the greatest war 
tragedies of the 20th century. Paul’s daily life is filled with 
many other emotionally charged words that stir up a passi-
on and hunger for war. Like so many other citizens, Paul’s 
father and brother Max sign up as volunteers to help fight 
for their beloved fatherland. Paul stays behind with his 
mother and small sister Gertrud. Together they try to keep 

the family’s general store afloat until Father and Brother 
come home.
But everything happens differently than planned. The war 
will end up lasting four years rather than a few months 
as they’d been told. Paul’s family seems on the verge 
of breaking to pieces. It is the women in Paul’s life, his 
mother, Helene, Louise, and Ida who provide him with ori-
entation and stability during this dramatic time. Inside of 
him, a question grows more and more urgent: what are the 
meanings that hide behind all those big words, and which 
words could someday belong to him?

The Story of a Family  
      during World War I
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Since yesterday, there has been peace. Like most girls  
born in 1931, Hanne was a devoted member of the League 
of German Girls, a Nazi youth group. When the war ended, 
nothing she was brought up to believe was true anymore. 
Adam, an English solider, is one of the occupying troops  
in her village. Hanne is the first to notice: something  
that no one would have thought possible just a short time 

ago starts to develop between Julia, her best friend, and 
the young Englishman. Freedom instead of dictatorship, 
listening to your own thoughts and feelings, choosing  
the path you want for your life – for Hanne this is a whole 
new experience. She unveils a curiosity within herself  
for life and love.

Do we still know the Value  
                             of Peace and Freedom?
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The year is 1963: Jonas, Britta, Reni and Robert each tell 
the story of their penultimate school year from their own 
perspectives. Britta came to West Germany almost three 
years ago from Stralsund, and the shy Robert is elected 
class president and falls in love with Britta, who, like him, 
writes for the school newspaper. Jonas carries far too 
much responsibility for his depressive mother and misses 
his father, who was killed in the aftermath of the war. The 
precocious Reni has befriended a student in the city who 
gets him involved in political action.

The stories of these four young people become entangled 
into an apparent criminal case that is then investigated 
and solved by the young police inspector Johannes Lem-
bek. Lembek himself begins to feel the consequences of 
the opposition the students have encountered. Five years 
before 1968, just following the Nazi period and the Second 
World War, new beginnings are difficult, and the values of 
freedom and democracy are up against the growing influ-
ence of unrestrained money-oriented thinking.

The Revolution takes Shape
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It’s the Spanish Inquisition. All over the country, Conversos, 
or “New Christians”, flee the blind hatred of their fellow 
citizens. Only in Cordoba do reason and tolerance still 
prevail. Here the ruler is Maria’s father, a just and level-
headed man. Under the protection of the mayor, refugees 
from across Spain find refuge in the city.

But the peace is elusive. A new bishop is just taking office, 
and he’s a hardliner who wants to introduce the inquisition 

in Cordoba. He stirs up the people with hateful sermons 
and openly decries and denounces the Conversos. When 
Maria’s father dies, the city is fully at the mercy of the 
Church’s power. The situation escalates when Maria’s best 
friend spills a glass of lemonade on the cloak of a statue of 
the Virgin Mary during a procession in honor of St. James, 
and an angry crowd charges her with blasphemy. Reina 
and her family find themselves in great danger - as does 
Diego, the man with whom Maria has fallen deeply in love.  

A current Topic embedded  
      in Historical Fiction
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Tough luck for Joran Nordwind - en route to his first 
rendez-vous the young butterfly is captured by wasps and 
carried off to the stony kingdom of bugs just behind the 
big waterfall. Here King Leobard rules with an iron hand, 
in a twilight world far away from sunshine and blue skies. 
Joran becomes servant and personal messenger to the 
Queen. It doesn’t take him long to realize that things are 
not what they seem in this musty murky world of bugs. 
The king hates his son and keeps him a prisoner, while  
driven by a mother’s love the queen does everything to 

save her son. A deep rift runs through the kingdom: A 
group of dissenters hatch a plan to escape from their dark 
world of rock - and they’re led by the king’s son himself,  
no less! Ever athirst for adventure, Joran casts in his lot 
with these rebels: Not only is he desperate to the see the 
sunlight again, but as he gets better acquainted with the 
Prince and his followers, he conceives a strong sympathy 
for their ideas and ideals. But will they find enough sup-
porters among the bugs to start a revolution against the 
king?.

Joran Nordwind
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In village where Vialla lives with her family. A wedding 
procession makes its way to the next village. When Vialla 
meets Romaro it’s love at first sight. But the two look too 
much alike, and in this secluded forest world the villagers 
dread the risk of incest. Vialla is urged to choose some-
one else, but she won’t have it! For her, it’s Romaro or no 
one else. And Romaro feels the same. So they run away, 
searching for a village deep in the heart of the forest which 
will welcome them. But the Wild Forest does its name full 
justice. They quickly  lose their way in this green jungle 

where hidden dangers lurk. When they come to a pond a 
beautiful girl appears and addresses Romaro. Vialla, ho-
wever, is deeply frightened because she can see the girl’s 
true nature – she’s a demon who lurks in the forest waiting 
for her prey and who casts a spell over her victims. Romaro 
leaves with the girl, and Vialla is left behind. Romaro 
believes to be inside a palace, it really is just the trunk of 
a tree; the servants in their splendid liveries are just small 
animals of the forest; the tasty dishes are but roots and 
grass … Vialla tries to bring Romaro back to reality. But ...

A Powerful and Magical Parable on  
the Tribulations of a First Great Love …
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